
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
2021 Ballot of Officers 

 
The 2021 Nominating Committee of the Pittsburgh Section of the American Chemical Society submits the 
following slate of candidates for the Section office for 2022.  All person nominated are members of the 
society and have agreed to serve if elected.  Only members of the Pittsburgh Section of the American 
Chemical Society are eligible to vote.  The polls will open November 22, 2021.  Please note that all ballots 
must be received by November 28, 2021 when polls close. 
 
 
Chair-Elect (Vote for 1) 
Edward Zovinka 
 
Secretary-Elect (Vote for 1) 
Jiahan Xie 

 
Directors (Vote for up to 2) 
Fu-Tyan Lin 
Logan Miller 
Evonne Baldauff 
 
Councilors (Vote for 1) 
Ashley M Smith 
Kristin Nuzzio 
 
 
 
Assuming you are a member in good standing, you will receive your ballot electronically.  The polls will 
open on at 8:00 AM on November 12 and close November 28 at 11:59 PM. 
 
For ballot questions, please contact: 
 
Alysia Mandato 
Secretary – ACS Pittsburgh Section 
ATM75@pitt.edu 
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Candidate Biographies 

 
Chair-Elect 

Edward P. Zovinka 
Edward P. Zovinka received a B.S. degree in Chemistry at Roanoke College (VA) and earned his Ph.D. degree in 
inorganic chemistry from the University of California at Davis. Edward’s educational career has taken him from 
Roanoke College to Argonne National Lab, from UC-Davis to North Carolina State. From there he taught at Davidson 
College before joining the faculty at Saint Francis University (SFU). He has advised over 40 undergraduate students 
leading to many local, regional, and national presentations and authoring 33 publications spanning journals from the 
Journal of the American Chemical Society to The Chemical Educator.  During his career at SFU, he has been the 
Principal Investigator or co-PI on successful proposals to NSF, ACS, and the PA Department of Education for 
research, equipment, and community outreach program grants. He has authored and co-authored two books on 
chemistry for the 8-12 year old audience and is passionate about chemistry outreach.  
Edward has been an active member of the Spectroscopy Society of Pittsburgh, the Soceity for Analytical Chemists of 
Pittsburgh, and the American Chemical Society. Currently he is the Program Chair-elect for 2023 Pittcon as well as 
Chairing the ACS-Pittsburgh Mildred Perry “On the Road” Program.  Edward has also served as Secretary for the 
SSP.  

Edward was awarded the Pennsylvania Professor the Year by the Council for Advancement and Support of Education, 
the J. Kevin Scanlon Award for the Promotion of Science by SSP, and honored by the Carnegie Science Center 
Awards for Excellence in the University/Post-secondary Educator category.   He serves on the Board of Directors for 
“A Quaint Corner Children's Museum & Discovery Center” in Altoona and is on the Executive Board of the CSB2 
STEM Ecosystem for the Cambria, Somerset, Blair, and Bedford county region. 

 
Secretary-Elect 

Jiahan Xie 

Jiahan received his bachelor’s degree in chemistry from Peking University in 2013 and completed his doctoral degree 
at University of Virginia in 2017. His doctoral research focused on the fundamental understanding of heterogeneous 
catalysts to upgrade biomass-derived chemicals via selective oxidation. His mechanistic findings on oxidation reaction 
and catalyst deactivation provided important insights on the ration optimization of the catalytic system. In 2018-2019, 
he joined the laboratory for science and applications of catalysts at University of California, Berkeley, as a postdoctoral 
researcher, where he further explored the effect of microporous environment on reactivity and diffusion during 
dehydrocyclodimerization of light alkane on metal-acid bifunctional catalyst. His catalysis research continues after 
joining Braskem, with a more industry-oriented goal to develop reactive and robust catalysts for production of 
intermediates and chemicals following disciplines of sustainable development.  
 

 
Directors 

Evonne Baldauff 
Evonne Baldauff received her B.S. in chemistry from Grove City College in 2000 followed by a Ph.D. in inorganic chemistry 
from Purdue University in 2004.  She currently serves as the Assistant Provost for Online Learning and Curriculum 
Development as well as the Chair of the Department of Chemistry & Forensic Science at Waynesburg University where she 
is a Professor of Chemistry. Her research interests range from developing novel inorganic materials to characterization of 
roasted and brewed coffee to studying learning outcomes in the general chemistry laboratory.  Baldauff has advised the 
Waynesburg University ACS student chapter since 2007, during which time the group was recognized twelve times as an 
“Outstanding Student Chapter.”  Recently she served as the Undergraduate Student Program Co-Chair for the ACS Spring 
2021 virtual meeting.  Baldauff has been active in the Pittsburgh ACS Local Section since 2013, serving in various officer 
roles including secretary and chair and is currently in her second term as treasurer.  She assumed the role of NCW 
coordinator for the section in 2019, earning recognition for the “Outstanding Ongoing NCW Event” ChemLuminary award 
that same year.  
 



 
 

 
Fu-Tyan Lin 
Fu-Tyan received his bachelor degree of science in 1963 in Physics/Chemistry and Teaching from the National Taiwan 
Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan.  He enjoyed seven years of teaching in high schools and colleges in Taiwan.  He came 
to the United States for his graduate study in August, 1969.    Fu-Tyan received his MS in Physics in 1971 and Ph.D. in 
Polymer Science in 1979 from the University of Akron, Akron, OH. During his graduate study, he worked as a technician for 
the Physics Department from 1971 to 1973 and as an NMR (Nuclear Magnetic Resonance) Spectroscopist for the Institute 
of Polymer Science from 1973 to 1978 at the University of Akron. He was the Chemistry Instrumentation Manager at the 
University of Louisville, Louisville, KY in 1978-1980. He was the Director of the NMR Lab and a Research Assistant Professor 
in the Chemistry Department at the University of Pittsburgh from June, 1980. He was promoted to the Research Associate 
Professor in November, 1986.  He retired from the University of Pittsburgh in January, 2005. In 2005, Fu-Tyan founded LIST 
NMR, an NMR Services and Consulting Lab. His current research interest is the separation and characterization of natural 
products. Fu-Tyan is the author and co-author for more than sixty papers, and presented more than twelve papers at the 
academic institutes and conferences. In October, 2005, he gave a plenary lecture for the Beijing Conference and Exhibition 
on Instrumental Analysis (BCEIA) in Beijing, China. He gave another lecture of International Forum for BCEIA on October 
12th, 2011 in Beijing. Fu-Tyan organized PITTCON US Symposium at JASIS 2016 Exposition/Conference (Japan Analytical 
and Science Instruments Show) in September, 2016 in Tokyo-Makuhari. 
 
Fu-Tyan has been an active member of the American Chemical Society (ACS) since 1978, a member of the Spectroscopy 
Society of Pittsburgh (SSP) since 1982, a member of the Society for the Analytical Chemists of Pittsburgh (SACP) since 
1999, and a member of the Pittsburgh Conference (PITTCON) 1993-2020.  He served as various committee chairs last 
several years for PITTCON, SSP, SACP and ACS Pittsburgh Section. He was Chairman of the SSP in 2003-2004, and was 
Chairman for SACP 2011-2012. He was the Chairman for the Pittsburgh Section of ACS in 2008. He served as a Chairman 
for Pittsburgh ACS Polymer Group in 1985-1986. He was President of The Chinese Monte Jade Science and Technology 
Association, Pittsburgh Chapter, in 1999. He is Selection Committee member for Carnegie Science Awards 2013-2017. 
Fu-Tyan enjoys sewing, cooking, reading and listening to classical music. 
 
Logan Miller 

Logan Miller received his B.S. in Chemistry with a major in biochemistry and forensic chemistry from Slippery Rock 
University of Pennsylvania (SRU). He is in the process of completing his dissertation from Duquesne University on the 
topic of developing separation methods for the quantification of human biomarkers using LC/MS/MS technology for 
forensics and clinical markers. He has attended and presented numerous oral and poster presentations at both PittCon as 
well as American Society for Mass Spectrometry conferences. 
 
Logan currently works for Shimadzu Scientific Instruments as the Mid-Atlantic regions Mass Spectrometry Technical 
Support Scientist. During his time with Shimadzu, he has been involved in numerous LCMS projects in the environmental, 
cannabis, and clinical toxicology markets. He currently is lead application scientist for the development of Shimadzu’s 
newest multiplexing LCMS instrumentation. 
 
Logan is actively involved in numerous committees with both SACP and SSP and has been a member since 2013. He 
currently is serving as Chair for Mass Spec Discussion group and recently finished one year position as Treasurer for the 
SSP. He is currently serving as the editor of the Pittsburgh Section of the ACS Crucible newsletter. He has been an ACS 
member since 2009. Additional roles within the Pittsburgh ACS involve being chair of publicity/marketing committee for 
Pittsburgh ACS. At the national ACS level, he is a member of the Younger Chemists Committee and serves as 
subcommittee chair for the communications group. He constantly champions for the Pittsburgh ACS section and looks 
forward to the future growth and expansion of the section and to serve as one of the Pittsburgh ACS’s Directors.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Councilors 
Ashley M. Smith 

Ashley is a graduate of Washington & Jefferson College with an ACS certified B.A. in Chemistry and a minor in English. 
She earned her Ph.D. in Inorganic/Materials Chemistry from the University of Pittsburgh. After completing postdoctoral 
research in the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at the University of Pittsburgh, Ashley started her 
teaching career by returning to Washington & Jefferson College as a visiting assistant professor in the Chemistry 
Department. In 2020, she joined the faculty at Saint Francis University (SFU). Ashley has been a member of the Society for 
Analytical Chemists of Pittsburgh since 2020.  
 
Ashley teaches General Chemistry, Quantitative Analysis lecture and lab, and assists with the Chemistry major seminars. 
Beyond teaching, she has worked on undergraduate research with eight students, helping them to explore nanoparticle 
synthesis and characterization using Green Chemistry Principles. Ashley and the students have shared their research 
progress through seven posters and presentations. Within the Chemistry Department and SFU, Ashley is active on five 
committees, including serving as the chair of the ongoing search for the new Chemistry faculty member.  

 
Kristin Nuzzio 
Kristin Nuzzio has been a member of the American Chemical Society for 15 years and has most recently served as the 
Chair of the National Younger Chemists Committee in 2020 and 2021. She is a Group Leader at PPG in Allison Park, PA 
where she has worked for six years in a variety of research and supervisory roles, and she currently leads a team of 
formulation scientists to understand cure and property development of paints and coatings. Kristin received a PhD in 
Physical Chemistry from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 2015 and a BS in Chemistry and BA in Spanish 
from the University of Delaware in 2009. She also serves as an ACS Career Consultant where she writes regularly for the 
ACS Industry Matters Newsletter, participates in university recruiting initiatives, and is active in community outreach at PPG 
as a member and former Chair of the Science Education Council. 

 
 
 


